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TELEGRAPH HILL SEMAPHORE 

% Publication of the Telegraph Hill Dwellers 


NUMBER FIFTY THREE 


SEPTEMBER 1974 


COME AND MEET YCIJR NEIGHBORS 


AI 

THE ANNUAL TELEGRAPH HILL DWELLERS' PICN IC 

SUNDAY --- SEPTEMB ER 15, 1974 

ANGEL ISLAND 


FERRY LEAVES PIER 43 l/3 FISHERMAN’S WHARF 10 A . H . 

I FERRY RETURNS TO WHARF FROM ANGEL ISLAND 4:35 PHI . 

COST - FERRY '.ADULTS $2.85 CHILDREN ( 5 yrs. to 1 1 ) Si. 3 5 

BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH AND JOIN US FOR BADMINTO N, HIKING. FRISBEE PLAYIN G. 

BRING YOUR BIKE IF YOU LINE . 

HEW RESIDENTIAL STUDY UNDER WAY 

During the next year the THD have volunteered to solicit residents* 
views on (1) EXISTING LAUD USE AND ZONING (2) FREEEHT CHARACTERISTICS 
THAT SHOULD BE RETAINED OR STRENGTHENED and (3) TYPES OF NED DEVELOPMENTS 
THAT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR TELEGRAPH HILL. 

A questionnaire covering good and bad development, neighborhood 
quality, design of neuu buildings, parking and traffic and priorities will 
be submitted to the Hill Dwellers in a door-to-door campaign. The cam¬ 
paign will be discussed at the next THD meeting. Any suggestions will be 
welcomed by Bob Tibbits, Chairman of Planning, Zoning and Development 
Committee - phone 906-7227. 

On Duly 29th, the Supervisors unanimously approved action to restrict 
apartment complexes in the Lincoln IDay area near Golden Gats Park. The 
THD endorsed the appeal in writing to each mamber of the Board of 
Supervisors. This is a step in the right direction, and should aid us 
in a program that the THD will actively pariicioate in. - The Department, 
of City Planning Comprhensive Zoning Study - -a two year program to be 
carried out while the interim zoning controls are in effect* 

REVISED PROPOSITION "C" ON NOVEMBER BALLOT 
The Board of Suprrvisors has' put' a revised cnarter amendment, now called 
the "Open Space'Acquisition and Park Renovation Fund" on the November 
ballot. Cranges from the original amendment provide for (1).designation 
of 25^ of the fund for renovation of existing parxs ana lacixities (2) 

more money to go into maintenance and development of new facilities,and 
(3) more emphasis on acquisition anu development in nigh need areas. 
Funding will still be through a tax of £..10 per £100.00 of assessed evalu¬ 
ation for 15 pears. The original proposition was defeated by a narrow 
margin. Hopefully it will fare better in November. 
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Telegraph hill dwellers dinner meeting mcntclair restaurant 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 25 550 GREEN STR. 

COCKTAILS 6-30 DINNER 7- 30 

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL ANITA QUILLEN ( nf Ur 5 P.M. ) 501-2244 

PHONE BY FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 20 th. PRICE * 6.10 



SOLUTION 


PASSENGER TERMINAL CUN I hfjU f.i<: 


U t. M i 




The THD have always favored retaining active shipping along the 
Northern Waterfront. While "containerized" shipping has moved south of 
the Ferry Building, there is considerable "break-bulk" shipping to the 
orth, as u/ell as passenger (cruise) service. 


The A.D. Little study of 1966 stated the case very well: 


"The sounds, smells, and, in particular, the visual impact of the 
entire waterfront area have a dynamic appeal for a wide range of people. 
In an increasingly urbanized world, few Americans have the opportunity 
to visit a historic but still active commercial waterfront. The North¬ 
ern Waterfront of San Francisco is such an opportunity." 


For over a decade, maritime unions have asked for a new passenger 
terminal. Developers have seized on this legitimate demand to propose 
megastruetures like the U.S. Steel Building, which would have included 
a new passenger terminal to the tune of Si 0-20,000,0G0. 


Hie have always felt that Pier 35 could bo rehabilitated, but nobody 
could actually visualize how this could be achieved. 

During the past months, inspired by the work of the BCDC Waterfront 
Advisory Committee, Bob Katz, supported by other private citizens (mostly 
from the THD and Citizens Waterfront Committee) approached the architec¬ 
tural firm of Braccia/De Brer/Heglunci about the possibility of drawing 
po a concept. This concept was worked out in consultation with the 
Marine Cooks & Stewards Union, and with the valuable advice and support 
of Supervisor Feinstein and SPUR. The Rebuilding of Pier 35 would cost 
between 3.5 and 5 Million Dollars, including repairs to the platform. 


The unions, who had previously held out for a location in the Ferry 
Building area, agreed to the new concept, since it is the only one that 
can be realized within reasonable time and at a reasonable cost. The 
BCDC Waterfront Advisory Committee endorsed the concept on Dune 14th. 

The old shed on Pier 35 would bo removed, and a now, modern 2-story 
facility built on half of the northern end of the platform. The southern 
half would become a landscaped parking area. The visw-blocking buildings 
between Pierheads 35-37 and 35-33 would be removed and landscaped for 
ship watching. The new facility itself would handle freight on the ground 
floor and passenger facilities on the upper floor. There will be a rest¬ 
aurant and bar (open to the public at all times) on the north end of the 
pier, and possibilities for fishing on ground level. The second floor 
will also contain shops, information booths, a Post Office and similar 
facilities. 

| The unions, who had in the past opposed a "head tax", have now 

agreed to support it in order to insure financing of the rebuilt Passenger 
Terminal. 


Ule hope that the Port Commission, which has for years demanded an 
adequate Passenger Terminal, will act promptly to make this exciting 
concept a reality. Six weeks have already gone by since the approval by 
the BCDC Advisory Committee, and further delays are unjustified. 

Permit Alert I ! 1 


Anyone noticing those little announcements posted on 
telegraph poles in your erea, please take a second look. If the 
notice has anything to do with variances cn zoning please alert 
John Holmes or Boh Tibhits. As a matter of policy, the T.H.B. 
will investigate any requests for variances, but some slip through, 
so everyone's help is needed. John Holmes 42 1-0274 - Boh 

Tibhits 986-7227. 

JOHN HO Li. .US CALLS TO Yo UA ATfEHf 

• TELEGRAPH HILL DWELLERS interested in transit ( Irani )improvements should 
attend the Citizens Advisory Panel organizational meeting to be held at 
7:30 P.Ivi. l.onday, September 16th,at Firemans' fund Insurance Auditorium 
at 3300 California Street, 

Special In troduejtory_ _0_ffar 

S.i*’. Study Newspaper Letter, special introductory offer, $5.00 per year, 
P.O.Box 4656, S. !•’. K. op in: oi run. on Only Hall activities. 






OPPOSITION TO EXCESSIVE GOLDEN GATEWAY DEVELOPMENT BEARS FRUIT 


Citizens*opposition to the four 25-story towers planned for Phase III 
of the Golden Gateway development has won an important victory. 

In Tune Supervisor Mendelsohn proposed that Redevelopment halt its 
pursuit of highrise, high-density buildings and put the land back on the 
fcarket at present market prices (developers had options at 18.50 per 
Pquare foot for land that has been conservatively estimated at $50.00 
and more). 

Since the developers had run into considerable financial problems, 
Mavor Alioto Drooosed to Redevelopment to undertake "a further examination 
t>y the agency and the developers of means to complete tire design of the 
uoioen Gateway. . . at lesser heights and density than had been contem¬ 
plated." Redevelopment agreed to cooperate. 

In a letter of support to Mayor Alioto, THD President John Holmes 
wrote: "As residents and taxpayers we feel that any developer who would 
acquire the land at $8.50 per square foot (a small fraction of its 
current market value) should in return be willing to conforn to the prin¬ 
ciples of the Urban Design Plan and the wishes of the affected neighbor¬ 
hoods." 


While concerned citizens have won a significant victory, future 
developments will bear continued vigilance. 
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BEAUTY SALON RETURNS TO NORTH BEACH 
524 Green St. 391-73^ 


SPECIALTY HAIRCUTTING - ALL LINES OF HAIRDRESSING 
(Men and Women) 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 



De Martini Bros. Inc. 


a c n c a a k contractor* 

l*»l FOWCkktT. • SAN FRANCISCO II. CAk 


BAY AND COLUMBUS CHEVRON 
DICK MARY PROPRIETOR 
PHONE — 474-9947 


TUNE UP - BRAKES - MINOR REPAIRS 
WE TAKE BETTER CARE OF YOUR CAR. 



TOTAH & SON 


rwi* ocuvruv 
DO I-45M 



^ 4 \%futd 

Liquor., Imported Wins*. Giocsriss 
D.llc.ci.., Produce, A Froios Foods 


O* *tctGOA»M HIU 


KEARNY * UNION STS. 
SAN FRANCISCO 




THOMAS E CARA LTD*..COM2 SEE... 

OUR NEW BRANCH 
3rd* FLOOR...AT LIVINGSTONS 


517 PACIFIC AVENUE 

GRANT AVI * GEARY 


VALLEJO STREET IMPROVEMENT 

The City has a program for the improvement of Vallejo Street 200 ft. 
West Of Montgomery Street. The portion of Vallejo St. that is now paved 
over with concrete, is to be torn up and replaced with steps down the 
middle. On July 6th, a letter was addressed to Mr. Myron Tatarian remind¬ 
ing him that this portion of the Hill was 9lated for the removal of poles 
and wires in 1961, and while the streets were torn up the removal could be 
accomplished. Subsequently I received a letter from Mr. Tatarian, who 
stated that he had taken the matter up with Mr. Beneke of his staff, who 
in turn will confer with the Utlity Companies involved and include the 
request in the 1975 program. 

I would like to suggest that letters be addressed to Mr. Beneke 
C/O the Department of Public Works that this wock be done. The more heavy 
^he requests the more likely we will have the pole s an d wires removed . 

Phis area was declared an underground district in ly61» but was delayed 
until other work to be done would make it more feasible. 

Address your letters as follows: Mr. Beneke, Dept, of Public Works, 
260 City Hall, San Francisco 94102 - Ref. Telegraph Hill Underground 
District, Vallejo St. U.G.D. 258. - - K.E. 









8CPC WATERFRONT ADVISTORY, COlYliKITTEE COMPLETES ITS WORK 


At its 37th session of August 16th this Committee concluded its 
decisions and recommendations. The completed SPECIAL BAY AREA PLAN FOR 
THE SAN FRANCISCO WATERFRONT mill be formally adopted in October. 

In spite of the divergent views represented on the Committee, an 
encouraging degree of consensus was reached. The plan goes into consid¬ 
erable detail, and we can therefore only summarize some of the important 
results t 

# The existing BCDCT Bay Plan was in no way weakened. 

# There will be no new housing or office buildings on replacement 
fill (i. e. piers removed because they are no longer needed for 
shipping). This is particularly significant for piers 7-24 on 
either side of the Ferry Building. 

# Between Piers 7-24, 50^ of the total area included in any new 
project shall be devoted to park, walkable open space and public 
access. Hotels in this area cannot exceed a total of 800 rooms, 
maritime uses such as Ferries, Pilot and Tug Boats are encouraged. 
Also allowed are commercial and recreational uses that attract 
people to the waterfront, such as restaurants, cafes, speciality 
shops and boutigues, theatres and concert halls, galleries, 
amusements and marinas. 

# Practical alternatives such as an innovative rail system were 
proposed to replace the elevated Embarcadero Freeway. 

# The Committee strongly recommended against the extension of 
elevated Freeway I-2B0 along the waterfront, south of the Ferry 
Building, and submitted practical alternatives. 

# Pier 35 will be remodelled as a vastly improved Passenger Terminal 
with landscaped parking and removal of view-blocking connections 
between pierheads (see separate article). 

# Billboards along the Embarcadero shall be phased out. 

# View Blocking connections between pierheads on the Northern 
Waterfront shall be removed as soon as the Port can do without them. 

# Any traffic artery along the Northern Waterfront should be held to 
4 lanes. Although the Committee did not specifically prohibit such 
an artery west of the present Belt line, the majority felt that it 
should remain on the existing Embarcadero. This will need 
watching in the future. 

# Restrictions on parking over the water remain to be worked out. 

The consensus was that it should be held to the minimum necessary 
to service permissible uses, and that inland locations should be 
used wherever possible. 

# Building heights shall not exceed present city ordinances (40 ft., 
except in the Ferry Building Area). In the Ferry Building Area, 

"The Planning Commission is encouraged to use its discretionary 
review powers over any project which exceeds the height limits set 
forth in the Northern Waterfront Plan of 1969" (i. e. 84ft.) 


Under these guidelines, substantial open space, access and recreation 
can be mixed with appropriate development on a human scale which, in turn, 
will help generate the necessary funds to build and maintain public use 
of the waterfront. At the same time, the legitimate interests of the Port 
and of the many jobs generated by the waterfront remained protected. 


fku) Union Grocery 

"SOI l/KfON sr. I 

JlSu./t/fef ce >94/ 

tik Strve out fonmUMiTj 
Farnmitf- zafoto Beer 


650 Vallejo Street 
San Francisco 
California 94 133 
Phone: DOuglas 2-3324 



LITTLE CITY LITHO 









NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 


Volunteers are requested for our person to person membership 
We need people to select prospective new members and deliver 
ship kits. The Kit consists of a solicitation letter and an 
form. 


drive, 
member- 
application 


Your help is needed. Get some kits from me and give them to your 
friends and neighbors. 


David Broadbear 


445-7038 


New Condominium Development at Lombard and Grant Ave. 

Preview Sept. 14 _ 

Steinman and Kurtzman, have designed a 17 unit condomin¬ 
ium for construction on the vacant Southeast corner of Grant and 
Lombard Sts. Construction is scheduled to start this fall. Sat¬ 
urday September 14, from 10 A.M. to 12 noon, Kenneth A. Kurtzman 
AIA will have a model of this project on display at the end of 
Child St. (up the steps from the Lombard side of the site). In 
this new positive approach to encouraging good rapport among the 
concerned citizens in the neighborhood, Ken will be happy to dis¬ 
cuss various aspects of this project, including parking accommoda¬ 
tions, consideration for neighbors during the construction period, 
and, of course, his personal observations on condominium develop¬ 
ments for Telegraph Hill. His first project, 241 Telegraph Hill 
Boulevard, was completed last year. 
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Our 1st Anniversary 

SALE.' 

Great savings on furni¬ 
ture, accessories and 
gifts for the home. 

ONE WEEK ONLY: 

Sept. 17 thru Sept. 21. 
Hours: Noon till 5:30. 

420 UNION STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 94133 

421-3607 
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728 Montgomery Street (3rd Floor - Belli Building) 
San Francisco, CA 94111 • 981-6640 










1360 GROVE ST. 567 6023 



304 Chestnut Street, 1445 vontgcnery st. 

SAN FRANC!SCO,CA,,91133 


San Francisco 94133* Calif* 

RETURN REQUESTED 










